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& £

8, where fhey saw bandsliﬁcluding The Fall, below left - being watche
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d by Tony Wilson, stage right.

All pictures copyright Chris Hewitt

‘Something inspiring in both musical
influence and community spirit’

A new book and CD box set tells the story of Lancashire’s free music festival scene, through the words and pictures of one of the
movement’s organisers and great champions CHRIS HEWITT.

ales of Deeply Vale

ismyattempttode-

scribe my journey

through the free

pop music festival

scene of Lancashire between
1976 and 1981,

Thebook features sections

ontheRivington Pike Festivals
of1976 and ‘77, the Deeply Vale
Festivals (at the top end of
Ashworth Valley between
Bury, Heywood Rochdale
and Rossendale) of 1976, ‘77,
‘78 and ‘79, and the two proxy
Deeply Vale festivals held not

in Deeply Vale itself but at
Edgworth/ Darwen, Pickup
Bank, in 1980 and 1981.

Also covered is the huge
Rock Against Racism Free
concert to 40,000 people in
Alexandra Park, Manchester
onaThursday evening and all

day Saturday in July 1978.

The story began with a
group of community minded
hippy type people from the
Bolton/Chorley area putting
on Lancashire’s first free pop
festival in late July 1976 at
Rivington Pikein the Chinese
Gardens.

I attended, taking some
bandsalong,and did the same
againini1977.

Bands that played at the
Rivington festivals included
Body, Here and Now, Tractor,
The Damned and many more.

In September 1976,
spurred on by the success of
Rivington Pike 1976 festival,
myself and four friends sat
round a table in a commune
in Rochdale and drew up our
plans for what became the
Deeply Vale Festival.

Weasked afarmeriftenor
sofriends could campin Deep-
ly Valewith a bit of musicfora
birthday party and he agreed,
renting us the land for about
afiver.

In the end about 300 peo-
ple camped and another 200
dav visitors came to watch

about 15 bands.

The next year the festival
grew to 3,000 camping, 2,000
moredayvisitorsand about 25
bands.

By 1978 some 20,000 were
attending Deeply Vale for six
days to watch more than 50
bands including several well
known names Steve Hillage,
The Fall, The Ruts, Here and
Now and Nik Turner from
Hawkwind

Acrowdof20,000attended
in1979 also.

Deeply Vale was one of the
first festivals to invite punk
bands to a hippy festival with
The Drones playing in1977.

Two members of London
funk band Hit and Run saw
The Drones play and decided
in their tent to form a punk
band when they got back to
London.

They were back the next
year with their band The
Ruts. The Ruts and the Fall
maintained close links with
the festival, playing at them
for several years.

Insummeri1978 myselfand
the Deenlv Vale crew were

asked to build a big stage and
provide a sound system for a
couple of Rock Against Rac-
ismconcerts one week before
Deeply Vale.

The venue was Alexan-
dra Park in Manchester’s
Moss Side. On the Thursday
night Graham Parker and
The Rumour played and on
the Saturdaylocal heroes The
Buzzcocks, Steel Pulse, and
China Street.

Deeply Vale survived an-
other two years after the 1979
festival, moving out of Deeply
Valeitselfand onto the moors
between Edgworth and Dar-
wen at a place called Pickup
Bankin1980and 1981.

The common thread run-
ning through all these Lanca-
shirefestivalsisthat thebands
played for free or minimal ex-
pensesand theaudience could
come and watch and camp for
free.

There was even free food
for people that could not af-
ford to pay forit.

There was an amazing
community spirit and over-
all these events nlaved host to
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around 150,000 people from
Lancashire and elsewhere
over a period of six summers.

Somewhere in that huge
audience, inspired to go on to
form bands and work in the
musicindustry wereateenage
Ian Brown (The Stone Roses),
a teenage Andy Rourke (The
Smiths,) Boff Whalley (Chum-
bawamba). Dave Gedoe (The

Wedding Present) anine-year-
old Jimi Goodwin (Doves),
five-year-old Luke Bainbridge
(editor The Observer Music
Monthly), along with future
members of The Chameleons
and The Mock Turtles.

Hopefullywe helpedcreate
something inspiring in both
musical influence and com-
munitv spirit.

The Rivington
Pike festivals
0f 1976 and 1977
(pictures this
page)inspired
aseries of free
festivalsin
Lancashire
which, over
the course of
sixsummers,
attracted some
150,000 people

@ The book Tales of Deep-
ly Vale comesin abox with six
cds and a pack of incensein a
box set called The Deeply Vale
Box.

The Deeply Vale Box
is available now at £99 in-
cluding postage from www.
deeplyvale.com For more in-
formation call 01265 724577,

‘THAT'S NOT VERY FESTIVE IS IT? THAT AIN'T GOING TO PERSUADE YOU TO FORK OUT FOR A FOUR BIRD ROAST.

Disagree? Join the debate at lep.co.uk
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TAKE ADVANTAGE NOW OF THIS
HOT OFFER WORTH UP TO £6000~..

We are offering to pay up to £6000 including VAT towards

removal costs, agents fees and legal fees when you reserve

and complete on a superb two or three-bedroom retirement
apartment or bungalow at Whitaker Gardens*

Set within the beautiful grounds of Larmenier Village at Beardwood,
Whitaker Gardens offers warm and secure retirement community living
with superb hotel-style social and leisure facilities
and support services.

‘“Try before you buy’ and ‘Trial in style’ schemes available.
Prices from: £202,250 — £249,500
Telephone: 01254 677926 to arrange your village tour.

*Based on reservations made between1st November - 31st
- Nazareth Care December 2014 with completion by 31st March 2015.

Charitable Trust Full details are available on our web site (see below) or by
A calling 01254 677926

www.nazarethretirementvillages.co.uk

IN ASSOCIATION WITH




